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PINE DECK 
PACKAGES

Gerald A. Jackson & Son, LLC
Excavation Contractor

Route 7 • 96 Newport Rd. • Corinna • 278-2782

Harmony HOME DECOR

FLOORING-FLOORING-FLOORING
NEW SHIPMENT HAS JUST ARRIVED!
SAVE 20%-50% Off 

Suggested Retail Prices
Floating Waterproof 

Vinyl Flooring

12’x12’ Starting at only $125

LICENSED ARBORISTS

FREE ESTIMATES

TREE
SERVICE

2067 Dexter Rd.
Dover-Foxcroft, ME

207-564-8290

Pruning • Tree Removal
Residential Utility Line Clearance

Fully Licensed & Insured

Engstrom 
& Tumosa

Residential & Municipal 
Emergency Services Sand • Gravel • Loam

Septic • Excavation
Driveways • Farm Ponds

Herrick Excavation Inc.

Call Zac at 343-1694 or Travis at 343-0772

Best 
Prices in 
Central 
Maine!

FREE 
Quotes

mid maine metal
Roofing & Siding Supply, LLC

Rt. 7, Newport • 278-2520

Metal Roofing, Trims and Accessories
★ Colored steel at $2.35 Ln. Ft. ★ Galvanized $2.15 Ln. Ft.

★ Energy Star rated on most colors
★ New Products: Decra & Edco ★ 24-48 Hr. turnaround time

★ 21 colors (8 in-stock) to choose from ★ Custom Cuts
www.midmainemetal.com

2018 Home, Yard & Garden2018 Home, Yard & Garden
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INTRODUCING

Manufactured by 

DOVER
564-2274

69 Union Square 
Dover-Foxcroft

dovertruevalue.com

Coronado Grand™
Interior Paint
• Professional quality finish
• Excellent color retention
• Superior washability
• Paint & Primer
• Easy application
• Low odor
• Manufactured by
Benjamin Moore & Co.

2.5 to 115 hp motors in stockk
MOTORS
3 Year Warranty Available  

on all Yamaha Motors

HUFF POWERSPORTS
284 NORTH RD. DETROIT, ME 04929 • Tel: (207) 487-3338

web site: huffpowersports.com • New Hours: M-F 8 AM-5 PM, Sat 8 AM-1 PM

A Family Run Business Geared To Your Family Fun!!!

PLUS: Pontoon Boat Packages 
Available at great prices!

Mobile (207)717-4950
E-Mail c21deb@myfairpoint.net
www.debrachapman.c21.com

“Serving Central Maine and Beyond”

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Specializing in the initial treatment & management of 
painful conditions of the neck, shoulders, back, hips & extremities.

Dr. Michael Saulter

• Neck & Back Pain
• Headaches
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

• Work Related Injuries
• Tendonitis & Muscle Injuries
• Sports & Recreational Injuries

Caring for you naturally with: Manipulation ~ Exercise ~ Nutrition
Most insurances include Chiropractic Coverage and are accepted.

Visit our new website at: NewportChiropracticCenter.net

Newport Chiropractic Center
Triangle Plaza, Newport • 368-4318
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Mud season is here.
Get your free quote today!
We specialize in asphalt paving for residential, 
commercial, and municipal properties.
 • Driveways
 • Parking Lots & Roads
 • Seal Coating
 • Now offering Recycled Asphalt

Family owned and operated since 1983
Phone: 564-2939    Cell: 322-2231

Preparing garden beds 
for spring and beyond

Gardening enthusiasts may have been thinking about their 
landscape plans throughout the winter, eager to once again get 
their hands dirty with soil. Whether a home gardener is making 
preparations for edible crops or beautiful fl owers, he or she must 
take time to make the soil amenable to planting. To establish 
hearty, durable plants, gardeners can focus on three main areas: 
addressing soil composition, cultivating and adding nutrients.

Soil composition
Many gardeners prefer growing a variety of plants in their 

gardens. Such an approach requires taking inventory of the type 
of soil in one’s garden and making the necessary modifi cations 
so that the types of vegetables, herbs, shrubs, or fl owers that 
will be planted can grow in strongly. In fact, according to the 
plant company Proven Winners, the most important step to 
developing good roots is preparing the soil.

Take a sample of the soil and examine it to see what is present. 
If the soil is too full of clay, too sandy, too dense, or too loose, that 
can lead to problems where plants cannot grow in strong. Work 
with a garden center to add the right soil amendments to make 
a rich soil. This may include organic compost or manure, which 
will also add nutrients to the soil.

Cultivation
Cultivating the soil can involve different steps. Removal of 

weeds, errant rocks, roots, and other items will help prepare 
the soil. Mother Earth News suggests working on garden soil 
when the soil is damp but never wet; otherwise, garden soil 
can become messy and clumpy. Use a digging fork or shovel to 
lightly turn the soil when it’s mostly dry. Gentle tillings also 
can open up the soil to incorporate the nutritional amendments 
and relieve compaction that likely occurred from freezing temps 
and snow pressure. Tilling also helps with drainage and oxygen 
delivery to roots. The DIY Network suggests turning over soil 
at a depth of 12 inches to work the soil - about the length of 
a shovel spade. However, the resource Earth Easy says that 
existing garden beds have a complex soil ecosystem and simply 
top-dressing with compost or manure can be enough preparation 
for planting. Gardeners can experiment with the methods that 
work best for their gardens.

Nutrition
Testing the pH and the levels of certain nutrients in the 

soil, namely nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium, will give 
gardeners an idea of other soil additions that may be needed. 
Soils with a pH below 6.2 often can benefi t from the addition of 
lime several weeks before planting. Soil tests will determine just 
how much fertilizer to add to the soil. Complete fertilizers will 
have equal amounts of nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium. 
Individual fertilizers can amend the soil with only these 
nutritional elements that are needed.

Top-dressing empty beds with a layer of mulch or compost can 
prevent weed growth and preserve moisture until it is time to 
plant. If existing shrubs or plants are in garden beds, use more 
care so as not to disturb roots or dig too deeply.

Preparing garden beds takes some effort initially, but can 
be well worth the work when plants fl ourish throughout the 
growing season.

BEGIN PREPARING GARDEN BED SOIL EARLY FOR NEW 
PLANTS

2016

2016
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460 Dover Rd., Dexter 
(The old green MDOT Garage) 

April Open Saturdays 7 to 3.

May & June By appointment only.

 Mulch Dark Premium Blend & Red Hemlock, Stone, 
Crushed Dust, Gravel, Crushed Stone, Screen Gravel, 

RAP (Recycled Asphalt) & Organic Compost 
Delivery Available 1-4 Yard Loads, 5-12 Yard Loads

Call for delivery time, location & prices. 

“YOUR APPEARANCE IS OUR REPUTATION” 

When 
You’re
Ready.. 
We’re 
Ready

Get projects done 
with a

Home Equity Loan
Talk to our Real Estate 
Lending Team today!

Must meet membership requirements 
.

924-5544 | 888-806-6920
MaineHighlandsCreditUnion.com

Now Serving all of
Piscataquis,
Penobscot,and

Somerset Counties!

Est. 2006  66 Water St., Guilford

876-2222 
Shop on-line at 

lovellsguilfordhardware.com

Lovells Hardware
Now carrying FoxFarm & Whitetail 

Institue products for your growing needs.

Soils Fertilizers

Building your dream deck: 
what materials should you use?

As the days get longer and temperatures rise you may fi nd yourself 
daydreaming at work about relaxing on your deck reading a book 
or enjoying a cookout with family and friends. If you don’t have a 
deck now is the time to build one to make your dreams a reality! At 
Hammond Lumber Company we are here to guide you through the 
journey of building your dream deck. 

With so many options out there to choose from it can be hard to 
know where to start. Let’s start by looking at the advantages of using 
different materials when building your deck. 

Wood Decking
People choose to build their decks with natural wood products 

because of the low material costs and the traditional beauty they 
offer. There are a variety of woods to choose from such as pressure 
treated lumber, cedar, and other hardwoods. It is important to choose 
the right material for your decking needs just make sure whichever 
wood you choose is splinter resistant! 

Kebony wood products provide maximum benefi ts when building 
your deck. All their wood is organic and goes through a permanent 
strengthening process to ensure the longevity of your deck. The wood 
is non-toxic and so eco-friendly it can be recycled as untreated wood. 
It also has a high resistance to decay, fungi and insects. Wood decks 
do require some maintenance such as normal cleaning with a brush 
and water, as well as restaining and sanding over the years to keep 
your deck looking new. 

Wood Composite Decking
More and more often people are choosing composite decking 

because of the long list of benefi ts. First of all, what is composite 
decking and is it all the same? Composite decking is composed of wood 
particles similar to sawdust and plastics such as PVC, Polyethylene, 
or polypropylene. Each brand has their own unique ratios of wood, 
plastic, pigments, and fungicides to ensure a high-quality product. 
All wood and plastic materials used can be new or recycled making 
composite decking an eco-friendly choice!

The composite material has a high resistance to water and moisture 
which can cause rotting as well as shrinking and swelling that can 
compromise the integrity of your deck’s design. Forget about having 
to seal or stain your deck there is no need with composite decking! 
The wood grain design is deeply embossed maintaining a natural look 
always, simply use a soft brush and mild detergent to keep it clean. 
Many composite producers such as Trex, Timbertech, and Duralife 
offer a variety of colorings to match whatever style you are looking 
for.

Capped vs Uncapped Composite Decking
If you have decided to use composite decking boards should you 

go with capped or uncapped? A cap is an extra layer of protection 
that can prevent moisture from reaching the core of the board. Some 

Continued on Page 15
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Call 368-2050 or 416-3534 roundyspaving.com
We accept all major credit cards. Call today for a free estimate

��

Do it Right the First Time

Accepting Early  
Spring Scheduling
Schedule your appointment now 

and be the first in line PLUS 
special discounts available if 

booked before May 30th.

Excavation Services
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McKusick Petroleum Co.
32 Summer St., Dover-Foxcroft

564-3406 
Toll Free 1-800-564-3835

MMcKKusiickkMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
Petroleum Co.PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeettttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrroooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooollllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuummmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo.........................................

Is Proud To Offer These Services And Products
To All Area Residents And Businesses

SERVICE AGREEMENT
DELUXE
“PLUS”

1.  Annual Tune and Service
2.  Labor
3.  Deluxe “Plus”
       (Deluxe “Plus” Plan covers all parts and labor, see  
       McKusick Petroleum for complete details)

DELUXE
3 POINT

PLAN

1.  Annual Tune and Service
2.  Labor
3.  Parts Coverage
       (See McKusick Petroleum for complete details)

www.mckusickpetroleum.com
email: mckusick@psouth.net

You may select your future home from over 
200 floor plans in the form of:

All of our floor plans of our floor plans can be altered to 
fit your needs. You can even bring in your own plans and 
we will work with you to bring your dream house to life.

Many of these homes are 
on display at our sales 

center in Holden. Come 
by, walk thru our display 

models and have your 
questions answered by our 

qualified staff.

Send E-Mail to albennerhomes@aol.com with questions or comments.

314 Main Road, Holden, ME 04429
207-989-1070 Fax: 207-989-1574 • Toll Free: 800-287-1071

Dreaming  
of a  

New Home?

• Ranch Style
• Raised Ranches
• Split Levels

• 14’ + 16’ Minis 
• 14’ Wide Single Section 
• 16’ Wide Single Section

• Cape Style
• Colonials 
• Double Wides 

Gilman Electrical Supply Co.

368-4306 • 1-800-439-7937

7 Locations in Maine

“Representing The Industry’s  
Leading Manufacturers”

When it comes 
to electrical 
we have 
everything 
you’ll need. 
Come see us first

325 Garland Road, Dexter, ME 04930

(207) 924-2161 • springstreetdexter.com

Mother’s Day is May 13th
Show that special mother you care  
with a beautiful bouquet or basket.

we are overflowing 
with gorgeous color

Spring Street Greenhouse
(& Floral Shop)

TED’S MASTER CLEANING
Ted Marshall – 23 Green St. Dover-Foxcroft

564-2125

RELAX!
and let us do your 

Spring cleaning

Walls & Ceilings
Carpet & Upholstery
Tile & Vinyl Floors

WYMAN CONSTRUCTION

Excavation • Gravel 
Septic Systems • Land Clearing

Bark mulch now available!

Dexter - 924-5902

GRADING
Camp Roads, Long Drives, Parking Lots
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DEXTER LUMBER
21 Jennings Hill Rd., Off Rte. 94, Dexter 

924-6408
Mon. - Fri. 7-5, Sat. 7-4, Sun. 8:30-2

Deck 
It 
Out 
This 
Summer!
We have everything you need!

Chippers 
Power Brooms 

Rototillers
Get your lawn care, spring 
clean up and gardening projects 
started with professional quality 
tools and expert, local advice.

DEXTER
Drop-Off Available Too!

 

Now’s a great time to apply for a home equity line of credit. Check out 
the advantages: low monthly payments, and no annual fee.

IT’S FAST AND EASY TO APPLY. 

505 Somerset Ave. Pittsfield   487-5576 • 487-3129
87 Moosehead Trail Newport   368-4940 • 368-4751

LOCAL SERVICE ~ LOCAL DECISIONS

www.svfcume.com
Membership Eligibility Required

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Need An Improvement?
    It’s On The House
      A Home Equity Loan

Stop in to our Pittsfield or Newport branch and talk to one of our friendly 
loan officers today about a Home Equity Loan!

caps can also provide extra UV protection, stain resistance, and mold 
and mildew protection. It is important to know that not all composite 
boards are capped the same, boards can be capped on just two sides or 
on all four. A four-sided cap like that offered by Timbertech  provides 
the most protection from moisture reaching the core of the board from 
all sides.

No matter what material you choose we are here to help! We only 
stock quality products from top brands to provide you with the best 
building and living experience. For more information on decking visit 
our website. www.hammondlumber.com

Building from Page 12

The benefi ts of water 
features in garden landscapes

Many homeowners aspire to make their homes appear as beautiful 
and welcoming as possible. Exterior renovations may be high 
on homeowners’ to-do lists, and landscaping is oftentimes a key 
component of those projects.

When planning gardens, homeowners may benefi t by considering 
more than just fl owers and shrubs while giving thought to other 
elements that can breathe vitality into their landscape designs. 
Water features can do just that, as such features provide more than 
just visual appeal.

· Aesthetic appeal: Water elements stand out against the greenery 
and foliage and can be used to create focal points around the garden 
or yard. A single fountain can draw the eye, while a trickling stream 
or waterfall can deliver water to various spots in the landscape.

· Soothing sound: Rain drops on a rooftop or waves lapping on a 
shoreline elicit feelings of harmony and relaxation. Water features 
can bring that gentle sound close to home, further enhancing the 
ambiance.

· Brings texture: Water has its own unique and fl uid texture that 
can provide stark contrast to blades of grass or the hard lines of 
architectural elements, such as pergolas or retaining walls. A pond or 
fountain can soften lines.

· Enhance the natural ecosystem: Water features can attract wildlife 
to a property. Birds may visit to take a quick sip, and dragonfl ies are 
sure to dart and hover over the shimmering ripples. Inviting natural 
wildlife to the yard can add hours of entertainment by enjoying the 
animals and insects.

· Remedy problem areas: Rather than fi ghting with the landscape, 
homeowners can adapt it. An area of the yard prone to soggy conditions 
or fl ooding can be transformed into a pond or waterfall to work with 
natural surroundings.

· Foster a passion: Many people turn to water features so they 
can explore the hobby of nurturing an outdoor aquarium. Koi ponds 
are relatively easy to install and maintain, and the vibrant fi sh add 
visual appeal.

· Add a personal touch: Water features are as unique as the 
homeowners who create them. To set landscaping apart from 
neighbors’ homes, homeowners can add fountains, ponds or fl owing 
water elements to their properties. Decorative water features also can 
be melded with pools and spas to help these manmade recreational 
areas seem like they were carved right out of the natural landscape.

Water features can take landscapes to the next level with sounds, 
texture, movement, and beauty
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*We service seasonal property in unorganized areas throughout
Somerset, Piscataquis & Penobscot  counties. 

*We specialize in orchards & fruit trees installed by hand for 
low impact. We have apple, pear, plum, peach & more on hand, 

“Instant Orchard” size trees up to 16’ feet tall.  
Biggest apple trees in the state! Cortland, McIntosh and more!

Please leave message. All calls are returned promptly!

Property Maintenance and 
Landscape Services

serving all of ME and NH.

Give us a call at (207) 446-7766

Foxcroft Fruitscaping
Landscape & Property Maintenance

 

NEWPORT GENERAL RENTAL

800-540-5771 80 MOOSEHEAD TRAIL, NEWPORT

We rent the equipment you need 
to finish your spring projects.

(Before Summer Begins)
Roto-tillers • Skid-steer Loaders • Brush Chippers

Mini-Excavators • Power Brooms • Backhoe Loaders
Sod Cutters • Lawn De-Thatchers • Pressure Washers

Brush Cutters • TractorsBr

PO Box 219
Detroit, ME 04929

Call Stan Kitchin today for  
Free Estimates on Spring Projects!

RESIDENTIAL  
& COMMERCIAL 

PAVING SPECIALISTS

557-4331 or 487-6674

• DRIVEWAYS
• CURBING

• PARKING LOTS
• TENNIS COURTS

We Guarantee  
All Workmanship

Through the Garden Gate
Greenhouses & Landscaping Services

438 Exeter Rd., Corinna • Open Daily 8-5, 7 Days A Week
Sonia Cianchette, MCN, MCL • 341-0191

ONE STOP SHOPPING FOR ALL 
YOUR GARDENING NEEDS!

PANSIES • VIOLAS  
ARE READY 

OPEN FOR THE SEASON 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED IS HERE!  
PLUS Gardening advise from an expert is always FREE

ERE!RE!E!!

Plants, Trees, Shrubs,  
Soils, Food, Nursery Stock

EVERYTTT

✔Man Lifts
✔Gas Post Hole
 Diggers
✔Rototillers
✔Power Washers
✔Paint Sprayers
✔Lawn Rollers

The Right Tool for The Right Job!
That’s what we have to make your life easier.

Work hard…or let our equipment work for you!

Call for reservation 564-2476
1123 W. Main • Dover-Foxcroft

✔Skid-Steers
✔Chippers
✔Wood Splitters
✔Excavators
✔Party Supplies/Tents
✔Tow Behind Grill
✔Power Brooms

Penquis 
Rental

Evergreen Steel Raised Panel
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CEDAR IS OUR SPECIALTY
Long Lasting • Rot Resistant • Beautiful
Choose from: 5/4 Decking, Fence Pickets, 
V-Match Siding, Clapboards, Log Siding.

16 Bolstridge Rd, Corinna • www.yoderssawmill.com 

YODER’S SAWMILL, LLC

Bagged Cedar 
Shavings 278-3539 278-3777

BAGGED CEDAR  
SHAVINGS AVAILABLE

• Potting Soil
• Composted Manure
• Top Soil
• Lime
• Mulches
• Fertilizer
• Dehydrated Manure
• Garden Tools
• Seed Starter Trays
• Peat Pots
• Pro-Mix
• Hay 
• Shavings 
• Fence Supplies 
• Straw 
• Gates 
• Round Pens 
• Hardware 
• Grain
• Vegetable & Flower 
Seeds 
   (packaged or bulk)

1-800-453-3337
Monday - Friday 7 to 5, Saturday 7 - noon

1326 Exeter Road, Exeter, ME 04435

Perkco Supply, Inc.

Area’s largest supplier 
of bagged feeds

Gardeners’ Specials

NOW CARRYING                         PRODUCTS

ADA FENCE COMPANY, INC.
1110 Main Street, Palmyra, Maine 04965

Phone: 207-938-2530 • Fax: 207-938-5116 • Toll Free: 1-888-891-4564

Installation & sales of all types of Fence
More products available.

VINYL ALUMINUM/STEEL CHAIN LINK WOOD

 

104 Moosehead Trail, Newport (Across from the Lake) 368-2237

Safety tips for grilling season
People have been cooking meals over open fl ames since the discovery 

of fi re. Even today, when there are so many ways to cook a meal, many 
still insist there’s nothing better than the taste of food cooked on the 
grill.

The Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Association, which tracks industry 
trends, points out that one-third of consumers plan to use their grill or 
smoker more often this year. Even though grilling is widely associated 
with summer, a growing number of people are embracing year-round 
grilling. HPBA’s CEO Jack Goldman has said, “Barbecuing is no 
longer just a pastime, but an integral part of the North American 
lifestyle.”

Seven in 10 adults in the United States and eight out of 10 in 
Canada own a grill or smoker. With so many people fi ring up their 
grills, it’s important to recognize the importance of grilling safety. 
Each year an average of 8,900 home fi res are caused by grilling, and 
close to half of all injuries involving grills are due to thermal burns, 
advises the National Fire Protection Association. Here’s how to stay 
safe.

· Only grill outside. Propane and charcoal barbecue grills should 
only be used outdoors. Grills should be placed well away from the 
home. Keep grills away from deck railings, eaves, overhangs, and tree 
branches.

· Keep the grill clean. Thoroughly clean the grill prior to fi rst use, 
and keep it tidy all year long. Grease or fat buildup can ignite and 
cause a fi re.

· Always attend the grill. Grill distraction-free and keep an eye on 
the food being cooked. Simply stepping away for a few moments can 
lead to a fi re or accident.

· Start fi res safely. Charcoal grills and gas grills may be lit using 
electronic starters that do not require fi re. If using starter fl uid, 
only do so on charcoal, and do not add more fl uid or other fl ammable 
liquids after the fi re has ignited.

· Check for gas leaks. Whether the gas grill is hooked up to a 
propane tank or the natural gas supply of a home, ensure that the 
hoses or tanks are not leaking. Apply a light soap-and-water solution 
to hoses to see if they bubble from leaking gas.

· Keep baking soda nearby. Baking soda can control grease fi res, but 
it’s also helpful to have a fi re extinguisher or a bucket of sand on hand 
for other types of fi res.

· Watch children and pets. Keep children and pets at least three feet 
away from grilling areas.

· Wait for the grill and coals to cool. Practice safety around the grill 
until all coals are cool and the grill is no longer hot to the touch. Only 
then should the grill be moved or relocated.

Grilling is a passion that is enjoyed throughout much of the year. 
Safely cook outdoors by heeding safety guidelines
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MS&D Gravel,LLC
1123 W. Main St. Dover • 564-8812

Gravel, Sand
Loam & Stone

• Site Prep
• Septic Systems
• Roads
• Driveways

Free
Estimates

Prepared for the BIG jobs
and the not so big

C.M. Ellms & Son
Contractor

15 Lincoln Street 924-3085 Dexter

Earl Gerrish & Sons, Inc.
Backhoe, Bulldozing, Gravel, 

Loam, Septic Tanks, 
Water Lines and Lumbering 

965-2171 Office
965-3791 Garage

PO Box 630 • Brownville, Maine

Three ways to use your lawn to improve curb appeal
Returns on home improvement projects vary. In its annual Cost vs. Value Report, Remodeling magazine 

notes the projects that yield the best returns on investment in a given year. But a host of factors, including 
the type of market (buyers’ or sellers’) and the region where the home is being sold, ultimately combine to 
determine if homeowners’ investments in home improvement projects will provide the returns they were 
hoping for.

Though there’s no way of guaranteeing a home improvement project will yield a great return, real 
estate professionals often cite improving curb appeal as an excellent way to attract prospective buyers and 
potentially get the asking price or more when selling the home. Improving curb appeal makes even more 
sense in today’s real estate market, when many people do their own searching via real estate websites 
such as Trulia or Zillow. When using such sites, buyers will likely be less inclined to click on a listing if 
exterior photos of the property are not eye-catching.

Various projects, including tending to lawns and gardens, can improve curb appeal. An added benefi t 
to focusing on landscaping to improve curb appeal is it promotes spending time outdoors in spring and 
summer. In addition, many lawn- and garden-related home improvement projects need not require 
professional expertise.

1. Maintain a lush green lawn.
Lawns that fall into disrepair may not give buyers a correct impression about how homeowners 

maintained their homes. Lawns with multiple dead spots and grass that appears more brown than green 
may lead many buyers to assume that the home’s interior was equally ill-cared for. Maintaining lush 
green lawns is not as diffi cult as it may seem. Applying fertilizer and aerating at the appropriate times of 
year (this varies by region) can promote strong roots and healthy soil, making it easier for grass to survive 
harsh conditions like drought. When watering in summer, do so in early morning or evening so as little 
water is lost to evaporation as possible.

2. Address brown patch.
Even well-maintained lawns can fall victims to brown spots. According to the lawn care professionals at 

TruGreen, lawns in regions with hot temperatures and high humidity can be infected with brown patch, 
a common lawn disease that is caused by fungus, which can produce circular areas of brown, dead grass 
surrounded by narrow, dark rings. Penn State’s College of Agricultural Sciences notes that removing dew 
that collects on grass leaves each morning, which can be accomplished by mowing or dragging a water 
hose across affected areas, can be an effective way to reduce brown patch. Homeowners without much 
lawn care experience can consult professional landscapers to address the issue. But those looking to sell 
their properties should note that buyers often walk the grounds of homes they are considering buying. So 
addressing any issues on the lawn should be a priority for sellers.

3. Confi ne dogs to certain areas.
Dog owners may want to let their pets roam free in their yards. But homeowners about to put their 

properties up for sale may want to confi ne their four-legged friends to certain areas. That’s because dog 
urine can be high in nitrogen. Nitrogen itself is not harmful to lawns, but in high concentrations it can 
contribute to yellow or brown spots. Also, highly acidic dog urine may even adversely affect pH levels in 
the soil.

How to banish mosquitoes from your yard
Time spent in the backyard on spring and summer afternoons and evenings contributes heavily to 

the popularity of these times of year. Many homeowners go to great lengths to make their outdoor living 
spaces as luxurious as possible, only to be bothered by uninvited and bothersome guests: mosquitoes.

Mosquitoes are not just pesky nuisances, but they’re also harmful. According to the American Mosquito 
Control Association, more than one million people across the globe die from mosquito-borne diseases 
every year. Such diseases include malaria, dengue, yellow fever, West Nile virus, and the Zika virus.

The AMCA notes that many of the diseases transmitted by mosquitoes can be linked to travel to 
endemic areas. But mosquitoes in North America can still be harmful, and bites may result in severe skin 
irritation through an allergic reaction to mosquito saliva.

Homeowners can employ several measures to prevent mosquitoes from invading their backyards this 
spring and summer.

· Remove standing water. Stagnant water is an ideal breeding ground for mosquitoes, so homeowners 
must be diligent in their efforts to remove standing water around their properties. Mosquitoes can breed 
in bird baths, pets’ water bowls and empty plant pots that collect rain water. Routinely tipping these items 
and refi lling them with fresh water can prevent mosquito infestations, protecting both humans and pets 
alike.

· Inspect property for hidden pockets of water. While bird baths, pet bowls and kiddie pools are easy to 
fi nd, homeowners may be unknowingly hosting mosquito breeding grounds elsewhere on their properties. 
For example, tarps used to cover pools, automobiles or grills that are not tightly secured can fold up, 
creating pockets where rain water can collect and give mosquitoes somewhere to breed. Mosquitoes also 
may use gutters to breed, so homeowners should routinely inspect and clean their gutters during spring 
and summer.

· Keep a well-manicured lawn. Well-manicured lawns are less likely to be breeding grounds for 
mosquitoes. Because water plays such a crucial role in the mosquito breeding process, it’s necessary that 
all potential water sources in a yard be removed. Fallen leaves that are not removed and pockets of soil 
beneath trees and plants can collect rain water or water from lawn sprinklers, which can be just enough 
for mosquitoes to breed.

· Use fans. Consumer Reports tested the effi cacy of oscillating pedestal fans to keep mosquitoes from 
invading decks and patios and found that such fans cut mosquito landings by 45 to 65 percent for those 
sitting closest to the fans. When hosting backyard barbecues, homeowners can set up several such fans on 
their decks and patios to keep mosquitoes at bay.

Mosquitoes are unwelcome guests come spring and summer. But homeowners can take steps to increase 
the likelihood that their properties stay mosquito-free.

SNOW BROOK GARDENS
315 Bridge Rd, Parkman ME 04443
207-876-3220

Rare & Unusual Lilacs
Perennials: Cold hardy, locally grown 
here in ground and dug to order. Bare root 
plants are best transplanted in the spring.

Very large display garden.

Hours: Mid-May to end of June. Open 10-5, Wed to Sunday
Summer hours - best to call ahead first for assistance. 876-3220

Look for Snow Brook Garden pictures at 
www.uniquemainefarms.com


